








The National Bowel Cancer
Screening Program

- Phase | of the National Bowel Cancer Screening Program
was launched in 2006 offering a free bowel cancer
screening test to people turning 55 and 65.

- The Program was extended during Phase Il in 2008 to

include people turning 50.

- In May 2009, the Program was suspended for six months
due to faulty test kits.

- National Bowel Cancer Screening Program data shows
that low uptake (36.6%) is a very significant issue.

+ Yearly re-screening has not been implemented.

National Bowel Cancer Coalition

The National Bowel Cancer Coalition is a group of
independent, non-profit organisations who have
agreed to coordinate individual activities and work
collaboratively to —

1. Raise awareness of the risk of bowel cancer
— Australia’s second biggest cancer killer.

2. Reduce the number of people affected by
bowel cancer.

3. Improve the lives of patients with bowel cancer.

4. Ensure there is sufficient policy emphasis on bowel
cancer prevention as well as support for people
diagnosed with the disease.

5. Advocate Government investment in R&D and
clinical trials to be in line with bowel cancer’s relative
burden of disease.

For more information visit
www.bowelcancercoalition.org

National Bowel Cancer Coalition, New report predicts thousands of avoidable deaths from
bowel cancer over the next three years, Media Release, 4 June 2009.

Budget Statements — Department of Health & Ageing — Section 2 — Department Outcomes
— 1 Population Health, Section 2, p. 64.

The Hon Nicola Roxon MR, Minister for Health & Ageing, Hansard, House of Representatives,
7 Sept 2009, p.168.

The Hon Nicola Roxon MP, Minister for Health & Ageing, Free bowel cancer tests will save
lives, Media Release, 8 May 2008.

Bishop J, Glass F, Tracey E, Hardy M, Warner K, Makino K, Gardois A, Wilson J, Guarnieri C,
Feng J, Sartori L, Health Economics Review of Bowel Cancer Screening in Australia, Cancer
Institute NSW, August 2008.

The Hon Nicola Roxon MP, Minister for Health & Ageing, Free bowel cancer tests will save
lives, Media Release, 8 May 2008.

How does you suburb rank?

Check out our Bowel Cancer Mortality Atlas at
www.bowelcancerocalition.org to compare the rate of

bowel cancer in your Local Government Area.

Rank Number LGA Area

948 Brisbane, QLD

547 Gold Coast, QLD

326 Greater Geelong, VIC

254 Lake Macquarie, NSW

229 Australian Capital Territory, ACT
217 Wollongong, NSW

212 Sutherland Shire, NSW

208 Gosford, NSW

206 Blacktown, NSW / Boroondara, VIC
205 Stirling, WA
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Table 3: Top 10 Local Government Areas — Number of deaths from
bowel cancer, total population, 2002-2006

Rank Rate LGA Area

90.3 Jerilderie, NSW
71.7 Balranald, NSW
57.3 Gayndah, QLD
51.9 Boyup Brook, WA
49 Paroo, QLD

483 Bland, NSW

48 Weddin, NSW

45 Golden Plains, VIC
44.8 Wambo, QLD
444 Murray, NSW
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Table 4: Top 10 Local Governmen
cancer, total pop
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